The dura mater, the first and strongest membrane has been named, has been fully considered, and very much over-rated, by Mr. Pott, who has laboured to impress the profession with the notion that the dura mater is always in an inflamed and subsequently sloughing condition, when the pericranium has been severely injured.
There is, however, no direct proof that this is a uniform result. That it has existed in some few instances, we are perfectly willing to admit; but I am satisfied, from many observations on this point, that it takes place much less frequently than has been supposed. I have seen the pericranium detached for the space of two square inches, and a granulating process commence from the external table, but without the slightest proof of the dura mater being diseased. In the young subject it is by no means uncommon, when the pericranium is injured, to see the whole thickness of the cranium removed at the spot by the ulcerative absorption, and the wound begin to show the pulsating motion of the brain, and expel purulent matter at every motion of respiration: yet this morbid action will gradually disappear, and. leave no trace of any great or important change in the dura mater having taken place. The effects, in short, which injuries of the pericranium produce on the vascular system of the dura mater, are very much varied by the age, disposition, and habits, of the individual; and, above all, by the treatment which is employed after the injury.
I have said that the dura mater, in the healthy state, adheres very firmly to the internal cranial surface; and it has been remarked, by Dr. Baillie and others, that the firmness with which it adheres may some- 
